'IRAQ,
Frontier Crimes Regulation and was promulgated in February,
1916. It gave authority to the Political Officers to invoke a
tribal majlis or other arbitrating body to deal, in accordance
with tribal custom, with all cases in which any of the parties
concerned was a tribesman.1
In all arbitration procedure, the Political Officer had the
final word, although the Chief Political Officer might review
the case. The Political Officer had to confirm the findings of the
majlis, and he might set aside or add to the sentences imposed.2
He was also invested with magisterial power to try cases which
did not lend themselves to the application of tribal arbitration,*
The Regulation in its application proved congenial to the
tribes, for it enabled them to settle disputes in ways long
familiar to themselves. It also aided in tribal settlement and
pacification by giving effect to tribal opinion obtained by
arbitration, and it raised the importance of the shaikhs by
giving them a recognized place in the political and legal system.
The Political Officers, on their side, found that considerable
work was taken off their shoulders.4
Over one point of tribal justice the views of the tribesmen and
of the Political Officers often clashed. In cases of murder
arising out of a blood feud, the tribesmen were accustomed to
regard fasl5 or payments of money and usually, of women, as
sufficient to settle the score and to end the feud. Imprisonment
or capital punishment was thus considered not only harsh but
unnecessary. In many cases where a woman violated or had
been even accused of violating the desert code of morality, the
death of the offender was demanded by the code in the name
1 Tribal Criminal and Civil Disputes Regulation, G.O.C. Proclamation No 2
of 1916, ch. iii, Sec. 7.
2 Ibid., Sections 10, u, 13.                     3 Ibid., ch. iv and v.
4 Reports of Admin for 1918 of Divisions and Districts of the Occupied Territories
of Mesopotamia (Calcutta, n.d.). Qurna Report, p. 306 (hereafter Admin. Report,
1918).
5 For valuable first-hand observations on fasl" Monthly Reports of Political
Officers of the Occupied Territories, November, 1919 (hereafter Monthly Rep'ts):
Nasiriya. pp. 94-5.
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